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Great Lent is a time given to us specifically for repentance.  

The Church gives us a whole host of images to help us. 

St. John of Kronstadt teaches that: 

Imagery or symbols are a necessity of human nature in our 

presently sensual condition; they explain many things 

belonging to the spiritual world which we could not know 

without images and symbols. 

We need pictures to help us think, to help us digest and 

understand the truths given to us.  These pictures are written 

either as word pictures as in the Scriptures and the Divine 

Services of the Church; or as written Icons of wood and paint 

or other media that are used. 

Today, the Sunday of Orthodoxy , we celebrate the 

restoration of the use of Icons in the Orthodox Church after 

the struggle of the iconosclasts to remove them. 

Archaeologists have been working for many years on a wall in 

Haga Sophia in Constantinople (present day Istanbul).  Slowly 

painstakingly, they kept removing layer upon layer of plaster 

until there it was: one of the most beautiful mosaics of Christ 

ever put together.   

Isn't this what happens to the Image of God within us?  

Covered through the years with layer upon layer of sin, it 
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needs to be restored, renewed after the image of the Creator, 

Jesus. 

Often we emphasize so much the wood or canvas icons on the 

Sunday of Orthodoxy that we neglect to say anything about 

the spiritual Icon: the image of God in our soul. 

This is the Icon that really needs to be restored today; the icon 

the priest and deacon pays homage to when he turns from the 

altar during the Liturgy and censes you.  He censes the Icon of 

God in you!  Few of us would want to only destroy a sacred 

icon, but all of us mar and deface the icon of God within us 

through our sins.  We do it every day. 

And yet we are NOT manmade icons.  We are icons painted by 

the Holy Spirit.  We are living Icons, God's most precious icons, 

for the restoration  of which the Son of God did not hesitate 

to shed His precious Blood. 

The purpose of Lent is to help us see the sorry condition of 

this inner icon and to restore it through repentance, 

confession, prayer and the Eucharist. 

And so this past week we prayed the Canon of Repentance of 

St. Andrew of Crete: 

Thou didst lay down Thy Body and Blood for all, O Crucified 

Word: Thy Body in order to renew me, Thy Blood in order to 
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wash me, and Thou didst surrender Thy spirit, O Christ in order 

to bring me to the Father 

The Canon continues: 

My body is defiled, my spirit is sullied, and I am all covered 

with sores.  But as the Physician, O Christ, heal wash and 

cleanse both body and spirit with repentance, and make me, 

my Savior, purer than snow.  I am the image of Thine ineffable 

glory, even though I bear the wounds of my transgressions... 

We are living images of God but we have been marred by sin. 

On this Sunday of Orthodoxy, we need to remind ourselves 

that we are the icons - the living but marred Icons of God - 

that need to be restored.  This is the icon that has been buried 

over with layers of sin and needs to be cleansed so it will 

reflect the beauty of Jesus. 

We need to recapture the meaning of what it means to be in 

the image of God.  We need to actualize the image of God in 

us. We need to say to ourselves: 

I am not one of the boys; 

I am not one of the girls; 

I am not a statistic; 

I am not a computer number; 
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I am not a glorified animal; 

I am a living Icon of God created in His own image; 

I am a Temple of the Holy Spirit; 

I am made to house God. 

AND - if I am a living Icon of God, so is everybody else. 

Mother Teresa said it very aptly, "If everyone could see the 

image of God in his neighbor, do you think we should still need 

tanks and generals?" 

The tragedy is that we don't see the image of God either in 

ourselves or others. 

You and I are the living Icon Jesus came to restore.  Like a face 

on an oil portrait, dimmed with dust and dirt, God's image in 

us has been marred and obscured by sin.  St. Athanasius in his 

writing "On the Incarnation" expresses it beautifully:  Christ is 

the perfect Image of God and He comes to us and sits with us 

so that the image of God can be redrawn in us. 

Jesus' mission was to restore the Image of God in us and His 

very first sermon was, "The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom 

of God is at hand.  Repent and believe in the Gospel." (Mark 

1:15) 

Jesus began to gather His followers - referred to in the Old 

Testament as the remnant - the faithful believers - those who 
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were waiting for the coming Messiah.  We hear in today's 

Gospel how our Lord found Philip and simply said to him: 

"Follow Me."  

And Philip, without any prompting of another, simply obeyed 

as soon as Jesus said "Follow Me."  How was he convinced 

instantaneously? 

The voice of the Lord stung his soul with love and enkindled a 

burning love for Jesus. 

Philip had pondered earnestly within his heart, and 

continuously studied the word pictures in the Books of Moses 

and the Law, and was always waiting for the coming of the 

Christ.  Therefore, as soon as he saw Him, he recognized Jesus. 

Philip found Nathaniel sitting under the fig tree studying the 

word pictures of the Scriptures and invited him to "Come and 

see" the Messiah knowing that once Nathaniel had tasted 

Christ's words, he would never leave Him. 

The purpose of Lent is to lead us into the joy of the Lord.  The 

joy of which we speak is not the joy of the world, which comes 

and goes and depends on outward conditions.  It is a deep 

spiritual joy that springs from our loving relationship with 

Christ. 

The solemn services of Great Lent help us gradually to change 

our hearts and lives by entering into the bright sadness of 
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Lent, through which we are able to make our own:  the joy of 

repentance, the joy of returning to God. 

We are the living Icons Jesus came to restore.  Come to Him 

this Lent.  Come as did the publican and  prodigal.  Come with 

penitence, pleading His mercy: "God be merciful to me, the 

sinner."  Not only will He restore the image of God in you, but 

He will make you a real icon, a window, through which the 

real world can look and see the living Christ. 

I close with a story of a person whose life demonstrates 

powerfully how the image of God can be restored in us.  It is 

the true story of a man named John who was born into a 

Christian home.  While still young, his parents died.  He left 

home, becoming a wandering waif of the streets of London.  

Then he joined the Royal Navy, ultimately ran from the Royal 

Navy, ended up a slave in Africa, where he was beaten and 

humiliated.   

Escaping, he got back on a ship where his drunkenness was so 

bad he was beaten and thrown into the hold of the ship. 

Knocked off the ship into the water, and then harpooned by 

the skipper, with a gaping wound in his side, he was dropped 

back into the hold and left to die. 

While there, he came to himself like the prodigal son.  He 

turned his heart back to God and became a trophy of God's 
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grace.  Before he died, he not only became a successful 

merchant, but he began to write beautiful poems that were 

later put to music.  One of his most famous ones is: 

"Amazing grace how sweet the sound...I once was lost but 

now am found, was blind but now I see." 

The image of God of John Newton was reclaimed and restored 

by God's grace through his sincere repentance.  He went on to 

become a beautiful icon of God's Presence. 

In the 15th chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, Jesus teaches us the 

Parable of the Prodigal Son and presents us with a word 

picture of repentance.  In preceding verses he gives us the 

word picture of "the woman had ten silver coins, but lost one.  

She lights a lamp, sweeps the house and searches carefully to 

find it. 

And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors 

together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece 

that was lost.' 

"Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

The Canon of Repentance identifies you and me as the coin: 

I am the coin with the royal image which was lost of old, O 

Savior.  But light the lamp, Thy Forerunner, O Word, seek and 

find Thy Image."  
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Troparion — Tone 2 

We venerate Your most pure image, O Good One,  and ask 
forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ God.  Of Your own 
will You were pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh  to 
deliver Your creatures from bondage to the enemy.  Therefore 
with thanksgiving we cry aloud to You:  You have filled all with 
joy, O our Savior,  by coming to save the world. 

Kontakion — Tone 8 

No one could describe the Word of the Father;  but when He 
took flesh from you, O Theotokos, He accepted to be 
described,  and restored the fallen image to its former beauty.  
We confess and proclaim our salvation in word and images. 
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