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PASCHA 2014 

Dearly beloved in the Lord: 

 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 

 

The Gospel reading at the Paschal Divine Liturgy, John 1:1-14, makes clear our belief that Jesus Christ is the 

incarnate Son of God through Whom all of creation came into being.  He becomes man in order to save His 

creation from the tyranny of sin and death.  The reading concludes with the words, “and we beheld His glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

God is not an idea to be argued.  He can neither be fully expressed nor fathomed by the human mind.  He is 

known in the heart.  This knowledge is identified in the 17th chapter of the Gospel of John as the essence of 

eternal life (John 17:3).  It is nothing less than intimate personal encounter with the divine.  

 

In one of our Paschal hymns we sing, “Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us worship the Holy Lord 

Jesus…” Only those who have “beheld” our Lord’s resurrection with the eyes of the heart are able to worship 

the Lord Jesus in Spirit and truth, fully partaking of His transforming grace.  The resurrection is real, but to 

experience its reality we need to encounter it, to “behold” it, in our own lives.  

 

The services of Pascha, and those of Holy Week that lead us to the Paschal celebration, offer us the possibility 

of becoming witnesses of the saving acts of our Lord Jesus Christ.  When we open our hearts and minds, we 

truly stand with the saints and apostles, taking part in the events in Christ’s life that brought new life to the 

world. 

 

We must also take that which we receive in the liturgical services and carry this formative experience with us 

into the world.  The grace of the Risen Christ can raise us from their own dead hopes and attitudes, from the 

deadness of sin, to new life, to a life of glory and peace, hope and joy.  In turn, this new life radiates out of the 

human heart and shines upon others around us. 

 

I pray that your Paschal celebration this year fill your life with the light that cannot be overtaken by darkness.  

May your own encounter with the Risen Lord make you a minister of his life-giving presence in the lives of 

others. 

 

With love in the risen Christ, 

 
+Alexander 

Bishop of Toledo 


