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SAINT ELIA THE PROPHET PARISH 

 

2023 Parish Council                                        

President:      Veronica Bilas                                                           

V. President: Sandy Graham                            

Secretary:      Subdeacon Aaron Gray                                  

Treasurer:   Reader Joshua Wherley                       
Members:      Subdeacon Terrence Bilas,    

                      Bud Graham, Sarah Kostadinova,  

                      COCA Representative: Mary Marcin                      

Choir Director: Subdeacon Terrence A.  Bilas  

Assistant Directors: Anastasia Bohush  

Deaconisa Heidi Gresh, Reader Michael Luc  
  

Church School: Anastasia Bohush  
  

Sisterhood of St. Juliana:                                                   

President:      Anastasia Bohush,  

V. President: Sandy Graham 

Secretary:      Katherine Hodge               

Treasurer:      Mary Magensky 

  

Workers of St. Elizabeth the New Martyr:  

Coordinators: Subdeacon Aaron Gray, Veronica Bilas  
  

Scheduled Readers - 2023                                                                      
Sunday, July 30 -       Sandy Graham 

Sunday, August 6 –   Reader Michael Luc 

Sunday, August 13    Reader Nicholas Morelli 

Sunday, August 20 – Reader Joshua Wherley 

Sunday, August 27 – Sue Ellen Turscak 

 



8th      SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – Tone 7 

Apostles Silas and Silvanus of the Seventy, and 

those with them                                                                          
Saturday, July 29     

 5:00 pm Great Vespers and Confessions                      

Sunday, July 30       

 9:10 am 3rd and 6th Hours: Sandy Graham 

 9:30 am Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom                                                                                                         

 Epistle Reader: Sandy Graham  

 Epistle: 1Corinthians 1:10-18   

 Gospel: Matthew 14:14-22 

 

The Dormition Fast- August 1-14 

PROCESSION OF THE HONORABLE WOOD 

OF THE LIFE-GIVING CROSS OF THE LORD 

Holy Seven Maccabean Martyrs 

 Monday, July 31       

  6:00 pm Vespers. The Precious Cross is carried out

                 for Veneration. 

9th      SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – Tone 8 

THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR 

LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST                                                                      
Saturday, August 5     

 5:00 pm Great Vespers and Confessions                      

Sunday, August 6       

 9:10 am 3rd and 6th Hours: Reader Michael Luc 

 9:30 am Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom                                                                                                         

 Epistle Reader: Reader Michael Luc  

 Epistle: 2 Peter 1:10-19 Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

A Church Divided Over Leaders 

I appeal to you, brothers, and sisters, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in 

what you say and that there be no divisions among you, 

but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 

 

My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household 

have informed me that there are quarrels among 

you. What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; 

another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas ”; still 

another, “I follow Christ.” 

 

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you 

baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I did not 

baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one 

can say that you were baptized in my name. 

 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond 

that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 

For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 

gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of 

Christ be emptied of its power. 

Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/1-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/1-14.html


Gospel: Matthew 14:14-22 

14 And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and 

He was moved with compassion for them, and healed 

their sick. 15 When it was evening, His disciples came to 

Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is 

already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go 

into the villages and buy themselves food.” 

 16 But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. 

You give them something to eat.” 17 And they said to Him, 

“We have here only five loaves and two fish.” 

18 He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 19 Then He 

commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And 

He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up 

to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to 

the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes.  

20 So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve 

baskets full of the fragments that remained.  

j21 Now those who had eaten were about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 

Jesus Walks on the Sea 

22 Immediately Jesus [a]made His disciples get into the boat 

and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the 

multitudes away. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A14-22&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23620a


Procession of the Honorable Wood 

of the Life-Giving Cross of the Lord  

 

                                   Commemorated on August 1 

The origin of this Feast is explained in the 

Greek Horologion of 1897: “Because of the illnesses 

which occur during the month of August, it was 

customary at Constantinople to carry the Precious 

Wood of the Cross in procession throughout the city 

for its sanctification, and to deliver it from 

sickness.” On the eve (July 31), the Cross was 

removed from the imperial treasury and placed it 

upon the Holy Table of the Great Church of Hagia 

Sophia (which is dedicated to Christ, the Wisdom of 

God). From August 1 until the Dormition of the Most 

Holy Theotokos, there was a procession throughout 

the entire city, and then the Cross was placed where 

all the people could venerate it. 

For the Feast of the Procession of the Holy Cross, 

Vespers will be served on Monday, July 31, at 6:00 

pm. The Cross will be brought to the center of the 

church or veneration. 

https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/august/0801crossinset.jpg


7 Holy Maccabee Martyrs 

      

 Commemorated on August 1 

The seven holy Maccabee martyrs Abim, Antonius, 

Gurias, Eleazar, Eusebonus, Alimus and Marcellus, 

their mother Solomonia and their teacher Eleazar 

suffered in the year 166 before Christ under the 

impious Syrian king Antiochus IV Epiphanes. This 

foolish ruler loved pagan and Hellenistic customs 

and held Jewish customs in contempt. He did 

everything possible to turn people from the Law of 

Moses and from their covenant with God. He 

desecrated the Temple of the Lord, placed a statue 

of the pagan god Zeus there, and forced the Jews to 

worship it. Many people abandoned the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but there were also those 

https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/august/0801sevenmacabeebroswmothrsolomoni.jpg


who continued to believe that the Savior would 

come. 

A ninety-year-old elder, the scribe and teacher 

Eleazar, was brought to trial for his faithfulness to 

the Mosaic Law. He suffered tortures and died at 

Jerusalem. 

The disciples of Saint Eleazar, the seven Maccabee 

brothers and their mother Solomonia, also displayed 

great courage. They were brought to trial in Antioch 

by King Antiochus Epiphanes. They fearlessly 

acknowledged themselves as followers of the True 

God, and refused to eat pig’s flesh, which was 

forbidden by the Law. 

The eldest brother acted as spokesmen for the rest, 

saying that they preferred to die rather than break 

the Law. He was subjected to fierce torture in sight 

of his brothers and their mother. His tongue was cut 

out, he was scalped, and his hands and feet were cut 

off. Then a cauldron and a large frying pan were 

heated, and the first brother was thrown into the 

frying pan, and he died. 

The next five brothers were tortured one after the 

other. The seventh and youngest brother was the 

last one left alive. Antiochus suggested to Saint 

Solomonia to persuade the boy to obey him, so that 

her last son at least would be spared. Instead, the 



brave mother told him to imitate the courage of his 

brothers. 

The child upbraided the king and was tortured even 

more cruelly than his brothers had been. After all 

her seven children had died, Saint Solomonia, stood 

over their bodies, raised up her hands in prayer to 

God and died. 

The martyric death of the Maccabee brothers 

inspired Judas Maccabeus, and he led a revolt 

against Antiochus Epiphanes. With God’s help, he 

gained the victory, and then purified the Temple at 

Jerusalem. He also threw down the altars which the 

pagans had set up in the streets. All these events are 

related in the Second Book of Maccabees (Ch. 8-10). 

Various Fathers of the Church preached sermons on 

the seven Maccabees, including Saint Cyprian of 

Carthage, Saint Ambrose of Milan, Saint Gregory 

Nazianzus and Saint John Chrysostom. 

****************************************************** 

THE DORMITION FAST 

The DORMITIOJN FAST is a two week FAST before 

the Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God 

from August 1
st

 through August 14
th

. 



           OUR STEWADSHIP, July 23, 2023 

            Candles:                              $  83.00 

            Memorial Donations:           510.00                

            Sunday Offering:                  710.00 

          TOTAL:                      $793.00  

            

           Tithely Donations:               $177.97 

            PayPal Donations:                  65.00 

                     TOTAL:                      $242.97 

                                                                                                                                                    

TOTAL OFFERINGS:    $ 1,035.97    

                             

WISH LIST 

With the rising costs in almost everything, our Parish 

of St. Elia, along with everybody else, is also facing 

financial difficulties in the present and more in the 

future to meet the daily bills on time. Thank you to all 

who faithfully donate and are willing to help the 

Treasurer meet these responsibilities on our behalf. If 

you are able, please consider increasing your offerings 

by monetary donations and/or by special donations of 

the Parish needs of items listed on the  

 

WISH LIST: 

           Paper towels 

 Bathroom Tissues 

 Kleenex 

 Dishwasher Soap 

 Incense ($20.00 for a half pound) 

 Censor Charcoal ($30.00) 

 4-hour votive candles ($36.50 a gross) 

 7 Day Votive Candles ($52.00 for a case of 12) 



REMEMBERING OUR CATECHUMENS                 

Daniel Slife; Kristopher Barnhart 

 

REMEMBERING THOSE SERVING IN THE 

ARMED FORCES 

Subdeacon Anthony Freude, son of Fr Don and 

Popadia Donna Freude                                                                 

Egor Cravcenco, son of Serghei and Ludmila  

Cravcenco  

REMEMBERING OUR SICK AND SHUTINS     

Archbishop Benjamin; Archbishop Nathaniel     

Joseph Boyle (brother of Kathy Gray)    

Phyllis (sister of +Rose Marie Vronick)     

Florence Lambo     

Martin Vronick   

Nicoletta (Nikki) Bober   

Pani Dolores Zuder    

Mitered Archpriest Daniel & Matushka Myra Kovalak    

Matushka Christine Zebren    

Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan 

Subdeacon Martin Paluch 

Barbara Harp (sister of Veronica Bilas)  

Ted Theodore  

Sarah Costadinova             

Melissa Trace  

Gerald Gray (father of Subdeacon Aaron Gray) 

Kalie Obeng Fiorg 

Louis Hakim 

Daniel Sugden 

Deaconisa Heidi Gresh 



Assembly of Bishops Blesses 

July 30th as “Prison Ministry 

Awareness Sunday 

 

 

     The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 

Bishops has blessed July 30, 2023 to be “Prison 

Ministry Awareness Sunday,” the day for Orthodox 

parishes across the United States to learn more about the 

work of Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM), 

the national prison ministry of the Orthodox Church and 

an agency of the Assembly of Bishops. 

         For two decades, OCPM has served thousands of 

Orthodox and non-Orthodox prisoners across the 

United States through its longstanding correspondence 

ministry, catechetical program, and coaching Orthodox 

clergy and laity how to best visit and serve prisoners 

near them. Today, the ministry continues to expand, 

https://www.assemblyofbishops.org/
https://www.assemblyofbishops.org/
https://theocpm.org/


assigning relationship managers to Orthodox men and 

women in prison to minister and assure each soul in 

prison can access clergy, the sacraments, and have a 

deep relationship with the Church, even after release. 

 Through all its ministry programs, OCPM 

ultimately aims to fulfill Christ’s command to visit Him 

in prison (Matthew 25:36). As a result, families are 

reunited, marriages are healed, and thousands of 

incarcerated men and women have a new sense of peace 

and restored order in their lives.

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) is the 

national prison ministry of the Orthodox Church and an 

agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 

Bishops. Our mission is to serve those who are 

incarcerated and their families, and provide resources, 

training, and support to our ministry partners so that 

lives are transformed, and God is glorified. For 

Orthodox Christians who have been arrested for 

crimes, OCPM helps them return to the Faith, offering 

forgiveness and reconciliation with Christ. For both 

Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike, OCPM provides 

spiritual care, enabling prisoners to find hope and 

purpose in their lives.  

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops has 

designated Sunday, July 30th, as OCPM Sunday. Please 

make your donations during the month of July for this 

Prison Ministry.  Questions: see J 


